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Good morning! It’s so good to be with you this morning church 
family. We serve a God who created us to be in community with one 
another, and he calls the church body a family. And I’m so grateful to 
be back together with my church family this morning. 


Please turn with me in your bibles to Colossians 3:20-21. Our 
passage is about parenting this morning.


As you’re turning there, let me welcome those who might be new 
with us. My name is Mike and I’m one of the Pastors here at Rock 
Prairie along with Pastors Jerry and David and Craig. On behalf of all 
of us, I’m so glad you’ve chosen to worship with us this morning. 


Family Friday was once again a great success. Thanks to everyone 
involved in putting on a fantastic worship concert. 


Finally, several students and leaders are off to camp today, so be 
praying that they have a great week of growing closer with the Lord.


Colossians 3:20-21:


20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become 
discouraged. 


Let’s Pray.


Father, we praise you once again for this opportunity to gather 
together to lift high your name in worship, to study your word, and to 
spend time in fellowship with each other.  

I thank you for the chance that we have to take the Lord’s Supper 
together at the end of the service. To collectively remember the body 
of Christ, broken for us, and the blood of Christ poured out for our 
sins.  

Father I pray that you would use our gatherings to ignite in us a 
passion to know you truly and deeply, and to make you known widely. 
Show us where we’ve been complacent, show us where we lack 

trust, and show us when we turn to false idols for comfort rather than 
the true God of the universe. 

Use this passage in your word to strengthen our faith and to know 
more about who you are. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Last week, we talked about the fact that if Jesus is the Lord of the 
universe, he’s the Lord of your marriage as well. And as Lord of the 
marriage he has given husbands and wives unique roles to honor him 
in the marriage relationship. 


This week we’re looking at the parent/child relationship. And just like 
last week, we’re going to see that our goal can’t be first and foremost 
to get our kids to obey better, or to have a better relationship with 
your parents; our goal needs to be to honor Christ in our homes.


When I was in seminary we had a chapel speaker who said, “I used 
to have 8 theories about parenting and no kids. Now I have 8 kids 
and no theories about parenting.” 


I’ve always remembered that, because while it’s funny there’s a 
certain truth that resonates, because parenting is really hard. I have 
one 2 year old, so my experience is pretty limited currently, but I do 
have plenty of experience making life difficult for my parents growing 
up. 


Parenting is a challenge. Right when you think you’re starting to 
figure things out, it seems like all the rules change as your kids enter 
a new stage of life. Or something that worked perfectly with one child 
does the exact opposite for another child. Parenting is really hard.


And being a kid is really hard too! Where are my kiddos at? Have you 
ever had a grown up say to you, “You don’t know how easy you have 
it?” I disagree! I remember being a 4th grader, I remember being in 
Junior high, in high school, there’s a lot of pressure! 


Your parents expect a lot out of you, your teachers have expectations 
of you, your friends expect you to act a certain way, you walk into 
school and you don’t know if someone is going to be really mean to 
you that day, being a kid can be hard! Say what you will about the 
pressures of adulthood, I’m not worried in the back of my head that 
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Jerry is going to beat me up and take my lunch money when I come 
to work on Tuesday.


So parenting is hard, and being a kid is hard. How do we do it?


Just like everything else, the question we need to ask ourselves is, 
“how do I live in light of the gospel?”  In light of who Jesus is, in light 
of what he’s done for me, in light of the way he uses his followers to 
bring glory to his name throughout the earth, how am I called to live?


Kids, you guys know because your parents have told you, and 
because you’ve heard it in Sunday school and in youth group that 
Jesus died on the cross for your sins. And that is the greatest thing 
that could ever happen in the history of the universe. 


God made you for one purpose, to have a relationship with the God 
of the universe. Not to get good grades, or to be good at sports or 
music or drama or anything else, God made you for one purpose. To 
glorify him  by being in relationship with him. 

But the problem is, you messed it up. Don’t worry, I did too. It’s 
called sin. Sin is when you tell God you’re going to live your way, and 
you don’t care what he says. 


And because God is so perfect, because he’s so holy, he can’t have 
anything to do with sin. Which means, the whole reason you were 
created in the first place got really messed up. And there was nothing 
you could do to fix it.


But then Jesus came to earth. Jesus is like the best superhero who 
ever lived. Other superheroes can save people from danger, but 
Jesus is the only superhero who can change your heart. 


When Jesus died on the cross, he took the punishment that you were 
supposed to get. And when he rose again on the third day, he made 
it so you can have a relationship with God like you were supposed to 
in the first place.


Because Jesus is the greatest superhero ever who died on the cross 
for your sins, you need to live for him. Your whole life needs to be all 

about Jesus. There’s no magic prayer you can say so that you don’t 
have to think about God for the rest of your life. 


For the rest of your life, your job is to worship God because he sent 
the greatest superhero ever to save you named Jesus.


One way to worship God, like it says in our bible passage this 
morning, is to obey your parents. We’re going to talk to you first, and 
then I’m going to talk to your parents about how they need to live to 
honor the Lord in the way they parent you.


(SLIDE) 

Children, Obey your Parents 

20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.


Paul uses a really generic word for children here. He could have used 
a more specific word if he wanted to say little children, but he didn’t. 
So what Paul has in mind here is essentially anyone still in their 
parents’ home, under their parents’ authority.


If you’re 42 and have 3 kids of your own, you’re called to honor your 
parents, but you’re not called to obey them. Thank goodness.


But what Paul’s saying here is that as long as you are in your parents’ 
household, your job is to obey them.


What does he mean by obey?


I can hear the kids right now… “C’mon pastor Mike, give me a 
loophole.” 


When he says obey, he means “Do what they say.”


In how much? Everything.


Sorry kids. It says it right there in God’s word. Obey your parents in 
everything. For this pleases the Lord.
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Which means, unless your parents are asking you to do something 
that the Bible says is wrong, you need to listen, and do what they 
say.


Teens, same for you. Unless your parents tell you to do something 
sinful, that’s contrary to God’s word, you need to listen and obey.


Right away, every time. 


(VERSE SLIDE) 

Ephesians 6:1-2 says, “Children obey your parents in the Lord, for 
this is right.” And then it quotes the ten commandments and says, 
“Honor your father and mother (this is the first commandment with a 
promise) that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the 
land.” 


I know it’s hard to understand, I know you probably don’t believe me 
right now, but if you listen to your parents and do what they say, the 
Bible says that things will go well for you. Right now, and in the 
future.


Right now because you won’t get as many spankings, or time-outs, 
or you won’t be grounded as often. You’ll have fewer arguments. 
Things will be more peaceful in your home.


And things will be better in the future, because if you can obey your 
parents now, you’ll be able to obey God better when you get older. If 
you learn from your parents’ discipline now, you’ll be able to grow 
from God’s discipline later.


You won’t always be under your parents authority. You won’t always 
have to obey them. But you will always be under God’s authority.


(SLIDE) 

And you know what’s cool, kids, students, is that if you do these 
things, if you live for Jesus, if you love God and obey your parents, 
you can actually help your parents love Jesus more!


I went on a mission trip to Guatemala, and there’s a place there 
where they started a Christian school in a place where there weren’t 
any Christians living.


Every morning before school the kids would have worship and 
devotions where they learned about how much Jesus loved them. 
And as they learned more about Jesus, many kids gave their lives to 
him.


They were so excited that they would go home and tell their parents 
all about what they learned. And they would sing the worship songs 
while they were doing their homework or helping wash the dishes. 
And their parents saw their kids hearts changing right before their 
eyes. They were more obedient. They weren’t fighting with their 
siblings as much. They weren’t perfect, but they were growing in their 
faith.


And they wanted to learn more. So they started a church at the 
school. And now, because the kids were following Jesus, because 
they were living like Jesus wanted them to in their home, there are 
several thriving churches in that community and in the communities 
around them.


So kids, you can make a huge difference. But you don’t have to be a 
Youtube star or the best athlete or an A+ student. The way you can 
make a huge difference for the kingdom of God is by doing what he 
says. And that starts, like it says here, by obeying your parents.


Alright parents, it’s your turn. Kids you need to keep listening while 
I’m talking to your parents, because you need to make sure they’re 
doing these things.


(SLIDE) 

Parents, Lovingly Discipline Your Children 

Verse 21:


21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become 
discouraged. 
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You’ll notice it says “Fathers” here, it doesn’t say parents. There’s a 
reason for that. 


If you remember, last week we talked about how the Colossians were 
living in a patriarchal society. Meaning everything in the culture was 
from a male perspective.


And we said that the number one job of a man when it came to the 
household was to maintain order and discipline. We said it was like 
the Von Trapp family at the beginning of the Sound of Music where 
the father would whistle and the kids would line up and say, “yes sir.” 


For Paul to address Fathers and to tell them to care about their kids 
feelings was just as counter cultural as it was to tell them to love their 
wives. 


“What do you mean lest they become discouraged? Who cares if 
they are discouraged? They’re supposed to obey my voice and do 
what I say, that’s that.” 


That would have been the prevailing attitude at the time. So he 
addresses Fathers first and foremost because this would have more 
typically been the father’s sin. 


And since we saw last week that the man is called by God to be the 
head of the household, this command certainly applies to the Father. 
But ultimately it applies to both parents. 


I think as we’re interpreting it it’s fair to say, “Fathers first, and 
mothers too.” 


The command is “do not provoke your children.”


As I prepare my sermon each week I always have 4 translations lined 
up side by side, and I look for differences between them, because 
often when there are big differences, it shows me that there’s 
something to unpack. 


The word that the ESV translated provoke is actually translated 4 
different ways by the different translations. The CSB says exasperate, 
the NIV says embitter, and the NLT says aggravate. 


And when I looked it up in the dictionary it said “do not cause your 
children to become resentful.”


I think in the context, that’s a good way to say it. Paul just 
commanded children to obey their parents in everything. Which is an 
implicit command to the parents to give their children the opportunity 
to obey them. 


This is somewhat countercultural. There’s a segment of society that 
would say that expecting your child to obey what you say, and 
disciplining them when they don’t doesn’t allow them to flourish. But 
if children are called to obey in scripture, then that’s an implicit 
command to parents to give their children the opportunity to obey.


And now he’s saying to parents, “This is how you should discipline 
your children. In a way that doesn’t provoke them to anger, or 
exasperate them because of your unrealistic expectations, or cause 
them to become bitter because you’re impossible to please, or 
aggravate them because they don’t know what’s right and what’s 
wrong in your eyes on any given day.


Put in a positive way, the way you rule your household should imitate 
the way God disciplines us. Your expectations should be clear, and 
realistic. You should be firm in the truth, yet filled with grace. 
Encouraging, not discouraging. Aimed at their hearts, not how they 
make you look.


That’s a big one. You need to rule your household in a way that is 
aimed at seeing their hearts put on Christ, rather than having other 
people see how well you’re put together. Or how talented your kids 
are. Or thinking of your kids primarily as a way for you to live 
vicariously through them.


That’s not discipleship. You need to care more about your kids hearts 
than how they make you look.


Now, the way you go about doing that, parents, that’s the challenge. 
And that’s where we get into the territory of “I have 8 kids and no 
more theories about parenting.”


It’s hard, it changes with each child, and it evolves as your children 
get older. And I know I personally have so much to learn.
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But the principle stays the same no matter what.


If Jesus is the Lord of the universe, he’s the Lord of your family. He’s 
the Lord of your marriage, and he’s the Lord of your household. He 
designed it to work a certain way to bring glory to him, and you need 
to do your best to honor that in how you live.


(SLIDE) 

Kids, students, that means your job is to do your best to obey your 
parents in everything. To listen and do what they say. First time, every 
time. 


But guess what kids, your parents mess up a whole lot. Don’t they? 
Your parents are hopefully trying to be like Jesus, but they fall short 
of that all the time.


So parents, you probably have to apologize to your kids for ways that 
you’ve fallen short of loving them like Jesus loves us. For getting 
short with them when they’ve disobeyed. For times you’ve cared 
more about what other people thought than your kids hearts.


If you do that, parents, if you make a regular practice of being humble 
in front of your kids and owning up to the mistakes you’ve made, 
that’s going to go a long way in showing them the love of Christ, and 
keeping them from getting discouraged in obedience.


Grandparents, you have a role to play too. You can point your kids to 
scripture and help them model Jesus in their home. And you can 
pray. I tell you what, I know that my grandparents pray for me all the 
time, and knowing that means the world to me. 


If your kids and grandkids have strayed far from Jesus, pray. And let 
them know you’re praying for them. And as hard as it is, trust the 
Holy Spirit to work in their hearts. You can’t change them, but He 
can.


(SLIDE) 

In a few moments, we’re going to take the Lord’s supper together as 
a body. The Lord’s supper is for anyone who is a believer in Jesus 
Christ. So parents, if your kids have made a profession of faith, and 
you feel you’ve seen genuine fruit of the Holy Spirit in their life—
because the Holy Spirit indwells all believers at the moment of 
conversion regardless of how old they are— If they’re a follower of 
Christ, they are welcome to take part.


The Lord’s Supper is what Jesus commanded us to do to remember 
his death on the cross and his resurrection. To remember that every 
single one of us was dead in our sin. That we were running in the 
opposite direction of God. That we had no hope to be saved until the 
gospel transformed our hearts and reconciled us to God.


As we’ve been talking about the family the past two weeks, let’s take 
a moment and remember the whole reason we can even have a 
family life that honors God, and that’s because of Jesus.


And let’s also take time to remember that our ultimate hope isn’t in 
our family—some of us have families that are broken—but our 
ultimate hope is in the saving, resurrecting power of Jesus. That he’s 
going to return in power and glory and all who believe in him will 
spend eternity with him in the new heaven and new earth.


The deacons and their wives are going to come forward to pass out 
the elements. As they do so, I want us each to take a few minutes to 
pray. To thank the Lord for the gospel. To pray for our families. Dads, 
Parents, if you want to take this time to pray over your kids audibly, 
to lead them spiritually in this moment, that would be awesome. 


The bread and juice are stacked together, so make sure you have two 
cups. And like I said, this is something that is for believers in Jesus to 
take together to remember the gospel. So I’d ask that if you don’t yet 
know Christ, to please let the bread and cup pass by. I promise no 
one around you will judge you for it. 


When you get the cups, wait to take it. After several minutes of us 
spending time in prayer, I will lead us in eating and drinking.
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———————————————————————————


In 1 Cor 11:23, Paul says – For I received from the Lord what I also 
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 
said, “This is my body which is for you. IOW this broken piece of 
bread is symbolic of the sacrifice he made on our behalf. Do this [he 
said] in remembrance of me. 

(Eat)

25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. IOW this cup and what it 
contains, represents the blood of Jesus, the life he gave – to secure the 
promise of salvation, the new covenant Do this [he said], as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 
the Lord's death until he comes. As often as we eat and drink at The 
Lord’s Supper – we proclaim his offer of salvation, the gospel, until he 
returns and makes it complete

Let’s do that now.

(Drink)

Let’s pray.

Father, we thank you for Jesus. Thank you for the gospel. Thank you 
that it transforms our lives. That it transforms our families. Father I 
pray that we would have family lives that honor you, that bring glory 
to you. May we be a church that follows hard after you. May we not be 
a people who just come to church because its the right thing to do, but 

because we realize that without the power of the gospel, we have no 
hope in this life or the next. I pray that by your Spirit we would offer 
ourselves as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to you. Thank you for 
your grace that runs so deep, so much deeper than our sin. Help us 
honor you in our lives, and bring glory to your name right here in 
Tipton, and to the ends of the earth.

In Jesus’ name we pray,

Amen.


